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New Zealand-born singer/songwriter Jackie Bristow 
performs... (HUGH HAMILTON/Special to The Herald)
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Summer rush
Music promoters, artists rush in to take advantage of the late summer 
fun-in-the-sun vibe
By BETH PEERLESS 
Herald Correspondent
Article Last Updated: 08/02/2007 01:56:45 AM PDT

It's approaching that nebulous end-of-summer 
time when tourists pick up in volume, racing to 
fit in that much-needed escape before the 
children get back to school.

Similarly, artists and promoters rush to provide
entertainment while the summer fun-in-the-sun 
vibe is still foremost in our minds.

There's lots going on this weekend for music
aficionados, and two in particular stand out as 
excellent options to consider.

New Zealand-born singer/songwriter Jackie
Bristow, who has spent the last several years 
plying her trade and making contacts in Los Angeles, somehow found her 
way to Big Sur and a gig at the Henry Miller Library's grassy front lawn 
stage several months ago.

Spurred by a personal interest in such artists and a tip from friends, J.P.
Mosoff of Carmel made the idyllic trek down coastline-hugging Highway 1 
for an afternoon of music alfresco.

Smitten by Bristow's lovely voice and intelligent song lyrics, not to
mention her Shawn Colvin-like appearance and style, the emergent talent 
agent wasted little time in contacting her for a possible appearance on 
the Monterey Peninsula.

With his new agency, BackBeat Talent, formed and ready to rock with
offerings of musical talent for corporate events, private parties and public 
venues, he recognized an opportunity to promote not only the 
fresh-faced Bristow, but also the recently opened Ol' Factory Café in
Sand City and his new talent agency.

The trinity of new forces collides for an

evening of entertainment 
Saturday at 7:30 p.m.

"I have always been interested in
promoting talent that I find to be 
really inspiring," said Mosoff. 
"This is a rare opportunity to 
bring her to a new venue before 
she leaves to go back to New 
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Zealand. My focus with 
BackBeat Talent is to find 
appropriate venues for these 
kinds of artists here on the 
Monterey Peninsula."

Bristow left her native New
Zealand for the bigger if not 
greener pastures of Australia 
where she lived for 10 years 
before making the leap to the 
United States.

While in Australia she met Mark
Punch, a legendary guitarist down under, who became an important 
mentor and guitar teacher.

She had put the guitar down while in school studying music, intimidated
by guitar-driven guys. Instead she concentrated on her singing.

But when she struck out on her own, she realized that to move freely and
support herself, she would need to bring the guitar back into the picture.

In walked Punch, who has continued to support her as a sideman and
co-writer on some of her songs. He appears on her second full-length 
recording "Crazy Love."

"I'm pretty optimistic," she said about her burgeoning music career. "I've
had some really great reviews in Austin and Nashville, and great shows in 
Los Angeles. I've built up a good fan base, and there are lots of industry 
people that have become fans and friends and allies. (Among them are 
Larry Klein and Larry Goldings.)

"I'm going to New Zealand soon to release my album. We have
distribution through Universal there and I'm going to tour, which will be 
fun. Then we'll do a release in Australia before I come back here next 
year to release 'Crazy Love' in the U.S. Right now the CD is available at 
CDBaby online and at shows."

Bristow has several high-profile support slots in her portfolio, including
tours with Art Garfunkel, Daniel Lanois and Madeline Peyroux.

"The thing about the music business, with the industry crashing, you
have to believe miracles do happen," she said. "I love to perform and 
play. That's what drives me, singing and playing and people enjoying it. 
The love for that hasn't been killed off yet, thank God."

Meanwhile, a group of talented former local young men who now base
themselves in New York City are back in the area to present their latest 
efforts.

The groups Palo Colorado and Rushad Eggleston and the Butt Wizards
will perform at the Henry Miller Library this Sunday afternoon.

Pianist Nico Georis checked in to say he and his Carmel High School
buddies are still working on a variety of artful projects at their collective 
pad in Williamsburg, Brooklyn.

"We grew up playing music together in Carmel," Georis said in a phone
interview from New York. "Since we all moved into this building we've 
gotten more of our friends to move in. We're basically slowly taking over 
this entire building. Rushad has an apartment, I've got an apartment and 
Robin (Macmillan) and Jake (Silver) have another they share, which is the 
recording studio I refer to as Media Blitz East.

"We've produced lots of records there with an aesthetic that draws on
vintage analog technology rather than only digital. We also act as a 
house rhythm section for others who want to record their own music."

In 2001, the four friends formed as the This and That Quartet and
released an album, "Put In A Bench."
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They played the Big Sur JazzFest and around town before they all
continued their educations and careers separately for a while.

They reformed in 2005 as Palo Colorado, and released their self-titled
debut recording under the new name.

Cellist and guitarist Eggleston made a big impression (no surprise) while
attending Berklee College of Music in Boston on the full Monterey Jazz 
Festival-awarded Jimmy Lyons Scholarship, and has gone on to make his 
name known as a wildly creative rock-inspired cellist on the acoustic 
music scene with Darol Anger and currently with Crooked Still.

Anyone who has followed his career knows that his spirited creative force
is also a part of the show.

Georis and Gabriel Cazes, a French drummer Georis befriended while
studying music in Paris, make up the nucleus of the Butt Wizards, an 
improvisational trio led by Eggleston with songs of wild adventures made 
comic through the antics of the three colorfully costumed men.

Palo Colorado and the Butt Wizards will be doing soft CD releases at the
event that gets started at 2 p.m. Tickets are $15 and will be available at 
the door.

Beth Peerless can be reached at peerless@mbay.net. GO!

CONCERTS ·What: Singer/songwriter Jackie Bristow ·Where: Ol' Factory
Cafe, 1725 Contra Costa Ave., Sand City ·When: 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 4 ·Tickets: $15 advance, available by calling 394-6000, in person at
Do Re Mi Music in Carmel and More Music in Santa Cruz or $18 at the 
door on the night of the performance ·Information: 394-6000 or
http://jackiebristow.com ·What: Palo Colorado and Rushad Eggleston &
the Butt Wizards ·Where: Henry Miller Library, Highway 1, Big Sur ·When:
2 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 5 ·Tickets: $15, available at the door ·Information:
www.henrymillerlibrary.org
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